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2023 Winter: widespread wet and cold
Above average precipitation, below average 
temperatures
Record-setting 31 atmospheric river events
Record setting low Lake Powell and Lake Mead 
storage levels

2023 WY Outlook – mixed signals
Change to El Nino ending ‘triple dip’
Water Year forecast 148% of average unregulated 

inflow into Lake Powell (range 133%-170%)
Lower Basin – Tier 2a shortage in 2023
Wolford Mtn reservoir within top operational range 
Blue Mesa to rebound significantly from record low
Granby Reservoir projected to spill

Hydro Headlines:
‘From Drought to Flood’



Epic parade of storms

Atmospheric 
Rivers:

31 total
• 1 exceptional 
• 2 extreme
• 6 strong
• 15 moderate
• 7 weak



Epic snows

Mammoth Mountain, March 2023
credit: Peter Morning

Lake Tahoe, February 2023
credit: Scott Gaffney



Widespread impacts:

Across the Western US
• Above average snows
• Below average temps
• Late peak 
• Records set in Great 

basin and Sierra 
Nevada















CBRFC Water Supply and Modeled Snow



Airborn Snow Observatories, Inc.
Blue River Basin May 16, 2023 Modeling Report 



Airborn Snow Observatories, Inc.
Blue River Basin May 16, 2023 Modeling Report 



Airborn Snow Observatories, Inc.
Blue River Basin Flight - April 16, 2023

Breckenridge

Keystone

A-Basin



Airborn Snow Observatories, Inc.
Blue River Basin Flight - April 16, 2023

Copper Mtn

















• Willow Creek Reservoir
• 27 Kaf Spill 500 cfs – 930 cfs May 4
• 54 Kaf Pumped to Granby

• Granby Reservoir
• 100 af Spill in July (May 1 AOP)
• 167 Kaf Pumped to Shadow Mtn

• Wolford Mountain Reservoir
• 300 cfs CROS Release (500 cfs likely)

• Williams Fork Reservoir
• 17 cfs Release

• Green Mountain Reservoir
• 100 cfs Power Release
• Physical Fill

2023 Operations

2023 Runoff Forecasts
• Kremmling 112%
• Fraser 113%
• Granby 110%
• Willow Creek 177%
• Wolford 110%
• Williams Fork 100%
• Green Mountain 87%
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Axis Title

Colorado River Compact Accounting 
Lee Ferry, AZ 

Lee Ferry Flows - Water Year (observed and projected) Progessive 10 Year Volume (MAF) 8.23 MAF/Water Year 7.48 MAF/Water Year
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