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Mesa County Profile

$48,271,000
51% Share of Sales 

LIVESTOCK SALES

$45,915,000
49% Share of Sales

CROP SALES

$94,186,000

TOTAL MARKET VALUE OF AG 
PRODUCTS SOLD

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Colorado/index.php

SOURCE: 2017 USDA Census of AG



$22,239,000 

Fruits, Tree 
Nuts, + 
Berries

$9,249,000

Other 
Crops + 

Hay 
$5,431,000

Nursery, 
Greenhouse, + 

Floriculture

Top Three Crops Categories Sold in 
Mesa County



Top Three Livestock Categories Sold in 
Mesa County

$27,989,000

Cattle + 
Calves

$148,000

Hogs + 
Pigs

$897,000

Horses, 
Burros, + 

Mules



Total Farm/Ranch Overview

342,534 acres
-11%

(decrease from 2012 Census of Ag) 

Land in 
Farms/Ranches

2,465
+9%

(increase from 2012 Census of Ag) 

Number of 
Farms/Ranches

139 acres
-19%

(decrease from 2012 Census of Ag) 

Average size of 
Farm/Ranch



IRRIGATION
Number of Irrigated Farms 

Irrigated 
Acres

282,428 

Non-Irrigated 
Acres
60,016

Irrigated 
Farms/Ranches

2,025

Non-Irrigated 
Farms/Ranches

440

Land in Irrigated Farms/Ranches

18%

82%

18%

82%





THE DOWNSTREAM 
SUPPLY CHAIN AND 
BROADER ECONOMY 



https://localfoodeconomics.com/data/food-and-
agriculture-data-explorer/





farms are selling through 
local marketing channels in Mesa County

There are local direct sales 
per person in Mesa County

farms are selling through 
intermediated only in Mesa County





The Average Farm in Mesa County 
employs between 

The Average Farm in Delta County 
employs between 

The Average Farm in Montrose County 
employs between 



Employer Growth Rate Of Wages

•Quadrant 1
o More concentration in Mesa County
o Faster growth compared to Colorado

•Quadrant 2
o Less concentration in Mesa County
o Faster growth compared to Colorado

•Quadrant 3
o Less concentration in Mesa county
o Slower growth compared to Colorado

•Quadrant 4
o More concentration in Mesa County
o Slower growth compared to Colorado

Quadrant 2 Quadrant 1

Quadrant 3 Quadrant 4
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Industry Concentration in Mesa County

CONCENTRATION
GROWTH

CONCENTRATION
GROWTH

CONCENTRATION
GROWTH

CONCENTRATION
GROWTH

• Wholesale Trade
• Admin. + Waste Services
• Educ. Services
• Arts, Entertainment, + Rec.

• Ag., Forest, Fish + Hunt
• Mine, Quarry, + O+G Ext. 
• Utilities
• Construction
• Retail Trade
• Transport. + Warehouse
• Accom. + Food Svcs. 

• Manufacturing
• Information
• Fin. + Insurance
• RE, Rental + Lease
• Prof. + Tech. Svcs. 
• Mgmt. of Cos. + Enterprises
• Other Svcs., ex. Pu. Admin.

• HC + Soc. Assit.

https://csuredi.org/economic-indicator-reports/

https://csuredi.org/economic-indicator-reports/


More info at: https://ag.purdue.edu/cfdas/resource-library/food-and-beverage-industries-value-added-by-u-s-state/

• U.S. food and beverage industries are the connection between the 
agriculture and grocery retail sectors

• Colorado has a strong value added ag/food manufacturing sector
• The map shows this by county, and the West Slope shows strong 

activity (along with Front Range)

Figure 1 Food and beverage manufacturing start-ups, 2013–15

https://ag.purdue.edu/cfdas/resource-library/food-and-beverage-industries-value-added-by-u-s-state/


Thank You! 

Jenny.Beiermann@colostate.edu

970.241.3346, ext. 104 

mailto:Jenny.Beiermann@colostate.edu
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