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Bob W. Hurford, P.E.
Division Engineer

Gunnison State of the River Meeting
Montrose Event Center

March 20, 2023



• Lay of the Land and Basin wide Conditions

• Blue Mesa Reservoir
• Snow Conditions in the Upper Gunnison
• The Spring Runoff Forecast as of today

• Blue Mesa Spring Reservoir Operations and Storage Management

• Ridgway Reservoir Status and Uncompahgre River Forecast
• North Fork Gunnison River Forecast
• A closer look at the Uncompahgre Plateau

• Weather Outlook
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Typical SNOTEL Site





Blue Mesa 2007- 649,140 AF    10/31/07
Full Storage = 940,700 AF

Full Active Storage = 829,500 AF



Blue Mesa 2022 - 267,631 AF   10/31/2022
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Blue Mesa Reservoir
Average Peak Snow

Ave Runoff = 678 KAF 

2023 Blue Mesa Reservoir
Projected Apr-Jul Runoff = 

810,000 AF or 120%

Blue Mesa 
Water Supply 
2023

2022 snowpack 
was 103%
2023 stands at 
118% of season 
total

2022 = 430,000 AF (70%)
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Aspinall Unit 
Operations 
Based on 
3/19/2023 
Runoff Forecast
for Apr- Jul 2023



Peak flow 
amounts for 
Lower Gunnison 
River and Black 
Canyon for 2023



Blue Mesa fill 
projection and 
end of year 
elevation for 
2023
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Ridgway Snotels 2023
% Seasonal Peak = 114%

127,000 AF projected runoff 

Normal = 95,000 AF Ridgway Snotels 2022
% Seasonal Peak = 78%
57,000 AF Actual Runoff 

Snowpack above
Ridgway Res.
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Ridgway ReservoirRidgway Res. Content
Mar 20, 2023 = 69,880 AF

March 19  Forecast
Apr – Jul 
Runoff = 127,000 AF

Full Reservoir
= 84,400 AF
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Paonia Res. Snotels 2023
% Seasonal Peak = 162%

167,000 AF projected runoff 

Normal = 81,000 AF

Paonia Snotels 2022
% Seasonal Peak = 100%
54,000 AF Actual Runoff 

Snowpack above
North Fork
Gunnison River
2023



2023

2019

1993

Snowpack on the 
Uncompahgre 
Plateau 2023
235% of season 
peak



COLORADO
March 14, 2023

COLORADO
March 15, 2022

U.S. Drought Monitor for Colorado



6-10 Day Temp and Precip. Outlook



THANKS FOR LISTENING
QUESTIONS PLEASE
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