COLORADO

Division of Water Resources

fo®

Gunnison State of the River Meeting
Montrose Event Center
March 20, 2023

Department of Natural Resources

DIVISION ENGINEER
WATER SUPPLY UPDATE




* Lay of the Land and Basin wide Conditions

* Blue Mesa Reservoir
® Snow Conditions in the Upper Gunnison
® The Spring Runoff Forecast as of today

* Blue Mesa Spring Reservoir Operations and Storage Management

* Ridgway Reservoir Status and Uncompahgre River Forecast

® North Fork Gunnison River Forecast
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Figure 1. Gunnison River Basin
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Blue Mesa 2007- 649,140 AF  10/31/07




Blue Mesa 2022 - 267,631 AF 10/31/2022




Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
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Blue Mesa Reservoir
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Peak flow Spring Peak & Duration Targets

amounts for. Based on Hydrologic Year Type
Lower Gunnison

River and Black

Blue Mesa Desired Peak at Duration of Half Bank Duration of Peak Flow
Canyon for 2023 Year Type Forecasted Whitewater (8,070 cfs) (up to 14,350 cfs)
April-July Inflow
Af cfs Days Days

DRY < 381,000 900 0

MOD DRY 381,000 to 516,000 2,600 to 8,070 0

Mar 15 AVG DRY 516,001 to 709,000 8,070 10
810,000 Ao 1 |

AVG WET 709,001 to 831,000 8,070 to 14,350 20
MOD WET 831,001 to 1,123,000 14,350 40

WET >1,123,000 14,350 60




Blue Mesa fill
projection and
end of year
elevation for
2023

BLUE MESA RESERVOIR
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Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
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Ridgway Res. Content Ridgway Reservoir
Mar 20, 2023 = 69,880 AF

March 19 Forecast
Apr — Jul
Runoff = 127,000 AF

Full Reservoir
= 84,400 AFI



Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
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Snowpack on the
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Plateau 2023
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Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
CPSC2 - COLUMBINE PASS (9400 ft) 300
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U.S. Drought Monitor for Colorado

COLORADO COLORADO
March 15, 2022 March 14, 2023
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6-10 Day Temp and Precip. Outlook

y Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: March 26 - 30, 2023
Issued: March 20, 2023
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Issued: March 20, 2023
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THANKS FOR LISTENING
QUESTIONS PLEASE
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