
Yampa Integrated Water 
Management Plan 



Summary of the IWMP Process and Background

27 volunteers selected by and reporting to the Yampa White Green Basin Roundtable (YWG BRT)

Representing 

● agriculture  
● industry
● environmental conse rvation organizations, 
● local state , and federal government, 
● wate r supplie rs 
● fishe ries
● recreation

4 years from start to finish, comple ted Sept 2022

Inte rviewed 150 stakeholders including 
wate r and rive r use rs

The  goal: To have  a rive r in balance

Defined shared characteristics around 
four principles: 

● Human Uses
● River Corridor
● Water in the  Rive r
● Education, Understanding and 

Collaboration



IWMP Guidelines for Projects to Focus on

● Have  wide  support among a dive rse stakeholder group
● Do not “push” problems up or downstream
● Are  voluntary
● Are  at the  “right scale”
● Do not cause  injury to existing, absolute  wate r rights
● Seek to pool re sources and foste r greate r collaboration
● Help us learn
● Support agriculture  in the  region



What did we do?

● Stakeholde r Inte rviews
● Diversion Infrastructure  Condition
● Water Shortages Assessment
● Remote  Environmental 

Assessment
● Riparian Condition Assessment
● Fluvial Hazard Zone  Mapping



What is  a River in 
Balance?

Threats to a Balanced River

➔ Rising Temperatures
➔ Ongoing Drought
➔ Decreased Flows and Water 

Shortages



What did we learn?

● All stakeholde r groups have  conce rns with future  wate r 
shortages

● Aging dive rsion infrastructure
● Yampa Rive r be ing ove r appropriated, and what does that 

mean?
● Broad conce rns with out of basin demands
● River access issues and shortened rive r season
● Erosion and streambank stability large  conce rn of land 

owners
● Riparian habitat healthy in areas and floodplain 

connection ranges throughout basin
● Water Quality was gene rally good except temperature  

exceedances
● Declining fishe ry health



Opportunities for Action 
(a Collaborative Approach)

● Increased data collection
● Improve  floodplain connectivity
● Increase  planning for a diffe rent and 

variable  future
● Upgrade  agricultural infrastructure  
● Deve lop strategie s for flows and 

shortages
● Balance  riparian habitat, we tland and 

natural bank stability with othe r needs





What’s next?



How can YOU get involved?

● Read the  IWMP Final report at 
yampawhitegreen.com, IWMP top menu then 
Final Report link

● Connect with one  of the  rive r re lated 
organizations - voluntee r, join, donate  and 
learn more

● Help support one  of the  IWMP 
recommendations that you are  passionate  
about - we  need funding, local, state , and 
federal support

● If you have  a dive rsion structure  or have  
ideas for rive r health project, reach out and 
connect with us

http://www.yampawhitegreen.com
http://www.yampawhitegreen.com
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