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Infrastructure

The Colorado River 
District was formed in 
1937 to protect West 

Slope water users. 



Infrastructure

West Slope

Interstate



The 
Colorado 
River Basin



1922 Colorado 
River Compact 







Infrastructure

Multi-Decadal 
Drought 
Continues



For every 1 degree Fahrenheit 
rise in temperature, streamflow 
is reduced between 3% to 9%.

Data: 
Changing climate drives future streamflow declines and challenges in meeting water demand across the southwestern United States

(Olivia L.Miller; et al, Journal of Hydrology, vol. 11, May, 2021)
Colorado River flow dwindles as warming-driven loss of reflective snow energizes evaporation ( P. C. D. Milly, K. A. Dunne, Science 2020) 
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Prepared by NOAA, Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
Salt Lake City, Utah, www.cbrfc.noaa.gov

Soil Moisture



Population Growth
State of Colorado: 9 million by 2050 
Colorado River Basin: 76 million by 2060

Source: Colorado State Demographer, 
U.S. Census Bureau (2020)

Colorado River Basin data from U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
Colorado River Basin Water Supply and Demand Study (2012)
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Provisional Natural Flows for the Colorado River at 
Lee’s Ferry (USGS gauge 09380000)

Water Years 1906-2021
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Moving 
Forward
Interstate

• Interim Guidelines Renegotiation
• Federal Policy-Making

Across the Divide
• State Policy-Making
• Front Range Conservation Outreach

Western Slope
• Innovative Local Partnerships
• Infrastructure Funding
• Forest, Watershed, and Soil Health
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