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Presentation Outline

 Introduction – Lay of the Land and Sub-Basins of the Gunnison

 Water Supply and Snowpack

 Walk through the Sub-Basins
• Upper Gunnison and Blue Mesa Reservoir

• The Uncompahgre River and Ridgway Reservoir

• The North Fork Gunnison River (Including the Grand Mesa)

 A Look Ahead 



Water Supply



Snowpack -The Main Source
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Grand Mesa Snow Measurement







% Seasonal Peak = 83% 

Normal

2020 % Seasonal Peak = 92% 

Gunnison River Basin Snowpack 2021



Blue Mesa 2007



Blue Mesa 2002



The Upper Gunnison River Basin
2021 April –July Runoff Forecast into Blue Mesa Res

Last Year (2020) Apr-July Actual Runoff = 

387,000 AF



Spring Peak & Duration Targets
Based on Hydrologic Year Type

May 1 Runoff Forecast = 340,000 AF or a Dry Type Year



2021, May 1 Runoff Forecast

= 340,000 AF or a Dry Type Year



Baseflow Target = 890 cfs



The Uncompahgre River Basin
Ridgway Reservoir



Above Ridgway Res Snotels 2021
% Seasonal Peak = 88% 

Normal Ridgway Snotels 2020
% Seasonal Peak = 92% 

Snowpack Above Ridgway Res 2021



2021 April –July Runoff Forecast into Ridgway Res
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2021 April –July Runoff Forecast North Fork Gunnison River





The North Fork 
Gunnison and the 

Paonia Project Area

Ragged Mountain Water Users
Exchange Decree - 05CW236

Overland Reservoir
9000 AF
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Grand Mesa

System of 

Reservoirs

Surface Creek At Cedaredge

Big Ditch

Kiser Crk

Surface Creek Near Cedaredge

34%

42%

51%

59%

66%



Current Colorado Statewide Drought Conditions 2021



30-Day Weather Outlook


