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How it started… how it’s 

going… where it’s headed.
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May-Oct temperature and precipitation set the 

stage before heading into the cold season.

https://climate.colostate.edu/spi_monthly_maps.html
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May-Oct temperature and precipitation set the 

stage before heading into the cold season.

The soil moisture in 

mid-November is 

“locked in” for the cold 

season. This is a 

deficit that will need to 

be made up 

https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/rmap/grid800/index.php?type=soilsat
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/co/snow/products/?cid=nrcseprd1432263
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Peaked too low and too early.

Melting has been more gradual.
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The Yampa Basin has experienced its driest May-April period on record.



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

What this all translates to for water supply

https://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov
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average/median

current

record low
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Short-term Outlook

climate.colostate.edu/drought
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Short-term Outlook
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Long-term Outlook
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Key Points

❑ Hot and dry summer and fall started the drought and dried the soils

❑ Poor start to snowpack accumulation, couldn’t make up the early 

deficit

❑ Early peak, low peak

❑ All combine for a very poor water supply outlook for the basin

❑ Dry pattern looking to emerge

❑ Summer is expected to be hot and dry again

❑ Late summer precipitation and an early start to cool and snow could 

help recharge the soils

❑ A strong snowpack season next year would help with recovery
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