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The Colorado River
District was formed In

1937 to protect West
Slope water users.
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To lead in the
protection,
conservation,
use, and

development

of the water resources of
the Colorado River basin.



Securing. legal
protections to
keep water on
the West Slope
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Annual lower basin overuse:

1.1 to 1.3 million-acre feet




WEST TOWARD PACIFIC OCEAN 8,666,000 AF
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TOTAL LEAVING COLORADO 9,997,000 AF

OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER
COLORADO DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

[Revised 2011 - all values in acre feet (AF)]



Average annual average precipitation in Colorado

Graphic and data from the Colorado Climate Center



Jﬁ Upper Colorado River Basin

Legend

[ Upper Colorado River Basin Areas and Elevations within UCRB

Emt:::m Elevation Interval Sq Miles Acres Percent

ﬁ o < 8,000 ft 79,582 50,932,713 75.3%

I 00 - 9,500 % > 8,000 ft 26,071 16,685,139 24.7%

— P 8,000 to 8,500 ft 6323 4,046,495  6.0%

i 8,500 to 9,000 ft 4,862 3,111,906 4.6%

B 11,500 12000 9,000 to 9,500 ft 3,944 2,524,432 3.7%

-0 9,500 to 10,000 ft 3,147 2,013,920 3.0%

e 1 110,000 to 10,500 ft 2,594 1,660,224 2.5%
10,500 to 11,000 ft 2,035 1,302,654 1.9%
11,000 to 11,500 ft 1,432 916,293 1.4%
11,500 to 12,000 ft 664 425,253 0.6%
12,000 to 12,500 ft 777 497,016 0.7%
12,500 to 13,000 ft 228 145,724 0.2%
> 13,000 ft 64 41,222 0.1%
TOTAL 105,653 67,617,852  100.0%
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* Three parts of ‘water
supply equation’ in River
District

1. Snow accumulation,
melt, runoff (~80%)

2. “Monsoonal” input
(~10%)

3. Groundwater input and
baseflow (~10%)




Temperature change, 1895-2018
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Temperature data generated by NOAA
Temperature graphic courtesy the Washington Post
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For every 1 degree Fahrenhelt

rise in temper»agure streamflow
is reduced between 3% to 5.2%.

Data:

How Warming Drives Reductior;s in"Streamflow Berghuijs et al. (2014), Barnhart et al. (2016), Deems et al. (2013)
Colorado River flow dwindles as warming-driven-loss of reflective snow energizes evaporation ( P. C. D. Milly, K. A. Dunne, Science 2020)




Upper Colorado River conditions
under projected warming
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PROTECTING WESTERN COLORADO WATER SINCE 1937



 More fall and spring
precipitation falling as rain
instead of snow

e More snowpack lost to
sublimation

e Earlier snowmelt

e Alonger growing
season



_Financial

"challenges

Key issues:

e Declining tax revenue from
the energy industry

* Revenue ratcheting down
due to the Taxpayer’s Bill of
Rights

* The Gallagher Amendment’s
reduction in assessment rates

e Expense trends: District has
cut four full time employees
and reduced expenses 15%



On July 21, the Colorado River
District’s Board of Directors adopted
a resolution to ask voters In

November to support'a property tax
Increase to 0.5 mills.




The resolution included adoption of a
Fiscal Implementation Plan that spells
out how the added money would be
invested across every county within

the district. The District will not
utilize the new revenue to create
additional staff positions.
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