Protecting
West Slope
water in
times of
uncertainty
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To lead in the
protection,
conservation,
use, and

development

of the water resources of
the Colorado River basin.
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Annual lower basin overuse:
1.1 to 1.3 million acre feet
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 More fall and spring
precipitation falling as rain
instead of snow

e More snowpack lost to
sublimation

e Earlier showmelt

e Alonger growing
season






Securing legal
protections to
keep water on
the West Slope
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Financial

Three key issues:

e Declining tax revenue from
the energy industry

* Revenue ratcheting down
due to the Taxpayer’s Bill of
Rights

* The Gallagher Amendment’s
reduction in assessment rates



Proposal under
consideration:
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Increase of up to half a mill



The owner of a median-
valued home in Mesa County
would pay an additional

$4.14
per year

to the Colorado River District,
based on 2019 assessments.
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Productive agriculture

Healthy rivers

Watershed health and water quality

Infrastructure
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